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ORDER OF WORSHIP – APRIL 5, 2020  
LENT – WEEK SIX 
 
PRELUDE – Larry Rappoldt 
 
WELCOME & INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP – Pastor Shauna 
 
INTROIT & THRESHOLD – Pastor Shauna & Larry Rappoldt 

Enter 
Enter the story 

Enter the place you belong 
Not just looking on 
For this is our story 

Enter the story  
 
Pastor:  During Lent, we have taken six weeks to move through one week—the 
last week of Jesus’ human life. This has allowed us to expand time—to “freeze 
frame” important moments and dig deeper into our faith story, and our own 
stories.  This morning marks the end of Lent and the beginning of our 
commemoration of Holy Week, and so let us speed up time a bit as we first 
remember the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. 

 
 We found our place in the parade and considered OUR place 
in the picture–our role as supporters of Jesus’ mission in the 
world. And then we found ourselves in the midst of the chaos 
and throngs of people in Jerusalem for the Passover. We 
stopped there…suspending the action for a moment, 
wondering how we could join Jesus in clearing out ou r own 
lives and hearts, our own places of worship, to make them a 
more welcoming place for the love of God to reside fully. We 
followed Jesus as he continued to teach in the city and among 
the people at the temple. His teachings filled our hearts as 
they filled those long ago, and we remembered the call to 
proclaim justice in the midst of injustice wherever we find it. 
We joined the disciples at a table of extravagant affection and 



overflowing love, and then another supper where all our 
assumptions about the way the world works were turned 
upside-down.  
 
This week, we join Jesus in the Garden Gethsemane is the 
moment when a chain of events begins that cannot be halted. 
Once Jesus is taken into custody, there is no going back. So we 
pause a moment with him in the garden just before his arrest, 
and we feel with him the temptations that arise when facing 
difficult circumstances—to run, hide, use whatever power we 
have to change things, fight it, perhaps even bargain with God. 
We walk among the sleepy disciples who just can’t grasp what    
is about to happen. 

Enter  
Enter the story 

Enter the place you belong 
Not just looking on 
For this is your story 
  Enter the story 

 
PRAYER of CONFESSION 
People:  Here we are, Jesus.  We find ourselves alongside you in a garden of 
grief for the pain and the violence so many of this world endure.  We are 
tired. We don’t know what to do next.  And so we sleep sometimes, hoping to 
awake from a bad dream.  Forgive us, O God.  Help us face this hour knowing 
you are always here.  You only ask the same of us… to be present, to be 
awake.  You entered our story through Jesus, now help us to enter fully into 
the story of your kin-dom on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 
 
WORDS of ASSURANCE 
Pastor:  Know this – We can open to let the story remind us that no matter what 
we face, or how we fail to meet the demand of the moment, second chances 
are possible.  You are forgiven and freed, encouraged and loved by a God who 
wants you to live fully.  Entering the passion of Christ, enables us to live in 
peace with each other. 
 
PRAISE – Mark Farra 
 



LISTENING FOR THE STORY – Ephesians 6:11-17 
Reader:  Jesus’ defense in those moments in the garden was prayer—not the 
sword that one of his disciples wanted to use to protect him, but prayer was his 
source of power—that God’s will would sustain him through the next day. Jesus 
knows what is about to go down, and he will not use violence in these last 
hours. The Letter to the Ephesians offers us the alternative “armor” with which 
we can gird ourselves to work for what is right. 
 
“Put on God’s armor so that you can make a stand against the tricks of the devil. 
We aren’t fighting against human enemies but against rulers, authorities, forces 
of cosmic darkness, and spiritual powers of evil in the heavens. Therefore, pick 
up the full armor of God so that you can stand your ground on the evil day and 
after you have done everything possible to still stand. So stand with the belt of 
truth around your waist, justice as your breastplate, and put shoes on your feet 
so that you are ready to spread the good news of peace. Above all, carry the 
shield of faith so that you can extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take 
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word.” 
 
DWELLING IN THE STORY - DRAMA 
Dramatist: Too much wine, perhaps. Or maybe I’m so sleepy because I’m just so 
very tired. This week is taking its toll on me. Watching our every step, 
wondering when the other shoe will drop, afraid that the commotion stirred up 
about Jesus will result in something terrible. I’ve been on edge ever since we 
got here.  
 
But oh my, that parade! Who would have thought that this man I met on the 
shores of my fishing spot would turn out to be three years of non-stop 
surprises?! The entrance into Jerusalem was more amazing than all of it 
combined. I felt sure that I was part of something that was going to change 
everything! Now I’m not so sure. Not everyone, it turned out, was so pleased 
about Jesus’ arrival here. And we’ve been under scrutiny for days. 
 
Then tonight at the table, Jesus revealed that one of us was about to hand him 
over. I’m noticing who is missing here in the Garden, and I’m wondering if 
maybe he was right. My gut turns over with the thought of it. I do not want to 
face that these people who have become my family could turn against one 
another under pressure. Fear threatens our very bonds! 
 



So why put ourselves out here in the open? I need to stay awake, keep watch! 
I’ve got my sword. I know Jesus told me not to bring it, but come on! All he 
seems to think we need to do is pray. He asked us to pray with him. Yes, I pray, 
I’m praying, I’ll fervently pray! But is it enough? How can God help us if soldiers 
arrive? And yet… I’m so sleepy. 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
All:  We bring our gifts, our hearts, and our very lives to you, O God.   Bless 

these gifts, these hearts, these lives, that we offer to you and to the world in 
your holy name.  Amen 

 

SCRIPTURE – Luke 22:39-46 (NRSV) 
Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives 
 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 
disciples followed him.  When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a 
stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this 
cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.”  Then an angel from heaven 
appeared to him and gave him strength.  In his anguish he prayed more 
earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 
ground. When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up 
and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”  
 
MESSAGE – “The Garden – Risking Temptation” – Pastor Shauna 
 
CLOSING SONG – Mark Farra 
 
POSTLUDE – Larry Rappoldt 
 


