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As soon as the Russian invasion of Ukraine began on Feb. 24, 2022, Ukrainian refugees — mostly 
women and children — began arriving in neighboring countries. Some by train, some in cars with 
bullet holes. “We didn’t know where we were going; we just went west,” said Anna, a refugee from 
Kyiv staying at a United Methodist retreat center in the Czech Republic. 
 

United Methodists in Eastern Europe have been welcoming refugees since the beginning. Many offer 
shelter and basic daily necessities, in many cases hosting the refugees in their own homes. Others 
arrange to transport food and medical supplies back into Ukraine for those who cannot leave, and 
help refugees acquire legal documents that they may have left behind or lost while fleeing their 
homes. As the conflict drags on and more long-term needs arise, churches help children with school 
and help their parents find more permanent housing and jobs. When asked, the response is always 
that they will help as long as necessary. 
 

In late May, a team from United Methodist News, the United Methodist Committee on Relief and the 
United Methodist Board of Global Ministries visited church refugee ministries in the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Romania, and western Ukraine to share stories of the United Methodist presence in the 
wake of such tragedy and ongoing need. 
 

The Rev. Jana Krizova, who helps coordinate refugee ministries for the annual conference of The 
United Methodist Church in the Czech Republic and Slovakia, said this ministry happened naturally. 

“It’s in the Methodist DNA,” she said. “You see need and do something about it.” 
 

dollars raised at our Ukrainian fund-raising event as well as monthly contributions to the United 
Methodist connectional ministries fund help support national and international disasters.  
 

 

 
The Poušť United Methodist church camp 
near Bechyně, Czech Republic, is being 
used to provide a home for women and 
children who have fled Ukraine to escape 
the war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The full article from United Methodist News with additional pictures can be found here: 
https://express.adobe.com/page/wPFgR0cmk0Ts4/?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGIiDbyaFk3hGEA5dg
Tq5q6T9lpRdJjWEgj-Dz-4UR7sl21YuS2dnLeVYdSO-
Iz1EU2tEOfM523NRdgoWx6MRkxbUJnFnzu7MfD2LF0qdrF2kbf0g 
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“It takes a moment of humility to 
recognize that we all have blind spots. 
It is just part of our human condition. 
The reason we have mirrors on our 
cars is because we do not have eyes 
in the back of our heads. If we didn’t 
have corrective mirrors, we, and those 
around us might get hurt.  
 
The same holds true for the cultural 
blind spots we carry with us, the 
assumptions we hold in our day-to-day 
lives. Without growing in faith and 

correcting for our falsely held assumptions, we cannot live into our fullest.” (Matt Rawle author of “the 
Heart that Grew Three Sizes.)  This week’s theme is “When Light Shines.”  

 
INTENTIONAL SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT. 
Jesus commands us to make disciples, by teaching and encouraging all to grow in 
their faith.  
 

ADVENT GROUPS: 
• Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM in the Conference Room.   

• Thursday afternoons at 2:30 PM in the Conference Room.  

Contact Cheryl Faust at office@thorndaleumc.org or 610-384-2433 if interested.   

 

Looking for your monthly devotionals?  The Upper Room (Jan/Feb 2023) and Our Daily Bread 
(Dec/Jan/Feb) have arrived.   They are at the front door for easy pick-up. 
 

 

Our preschool is currently seeking to hire part-time 
teachers and aides. We are looking for someone with prior 
preschool experience and prefer the individual to have 
prior experience as a classroom assistant. 
 
We are also hiring 
assistant teachers.  
  

For a more detailed job description or to apply contact Laura 
Venezia at 484-356-6328 or at tlcdirector@thorndaleumc.org. 
Preschool tuition discount is available. 
 
Spread the word. Share the posts from Facebook.  
 

 
     The children of our THORNDALE LEARNING CENTER will hold their 
Christmas program on Wednesday, December 14 at 7PM. Come and join them 
as they present the Christmas story and spread cheer with their music. 
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 OUTREACH 
We are ambassadors of Christ, called to share 
Him with our community and beyond. 

 
 

Caln Elementary School 
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine,  
you did for me.”         Matthew 25:40 NIV 
 
 
You donation of hats, gloves and the 
kindness bags were delivered to Caln 
Elementary this week.  
 
 

Thank you for your generous donations of 
hats, gloves, and scarves, some of them 
beautifully handmade. I know the children 
will appreciate their new winter 
accessories. Because of the generosity of 
the online donations for Caln Elementary, 

which are used to provide for unexpected or emergency needs, we were able to purchase eight Giant 
gift cards to accompany Thanksgiving baskets provided by the school. 
 

Once again, we have the opportunity help the families at Caln Elementary provide a happy Christmas 
for their children through our angel tree project. Trees are set up in the Welcome Center and the 
East Narthex. Please take an angel tag from one of the trees and make a child’s wish come true by 
purchasing the gift indicated on the tag. Wrap your gift (no bows please) and securely attach the 
angel tag to the package. Tags are color coded by family, so please see me if you lose your tag. Due 
to allergies which may be unknown to us, please do not include any food items with your gift. 
Place the gift under one of the trees or in the bin which will be located at the top of the stairs from the 
main parking lot. Gifts are due no later than Sunday, December 18. 
 

Thank you for helping to make Christmas special for these families and for your continued support 
and prayers for this ministry. 
 

Holly Orr, Caln School Coordinator 
 

 
Several weeks ago, our church assisted several individuals who are 
homeless. It was heart breaking to hear their stories. It broke my heart to 
hear one woman say to me that folks won’t even look her in the face as if 
something was wrong with her. After asking for help for what seemed to be 
like such a small request one individual asked if we could possibly provide 
any blankets. She indicated where they had been staying during those cold 
bitter evenings. During our small group discussion on Sunday about the 

grinch and how isolated he must have felt from the larger community I shared about the individual 
who came seeking our assistance in their own isolation. After much discussion within the group on 
how we can help we have taken on a special project. We are collecting blankets and winter coats 



which we will get to those in need during the upcoming winter months. If you have any extra blankets 
or winter coats that are” hanging around” please drop them off at the church. For now, we are placing 
them in the coat rack area located outside the church office. For the past two weeks I cannot stop 
thinking about the scripture from Matthew 25:40, “And the King will answer them, I assure you:  
Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for me.”         Cheryl Faust 
 
NEW FOR ADVENT:  Reverse Advent is a new concept for TUMC but one that is being implemented 
increasingly by other churches.  It means that while waiting for the birth of Jesus, we use some of that 
time to reach out to others in a new way. In addition to our Caln school giving tree, we will be 
collecting canned goods for CWYA. Again, this week, the last page of the newsletter has a list of 
suggestions for giving. Of course, you need only bring your donations in weekly, not daily, and as we 
collect the non-perishable items, we will be building a canned goods Christmas tree in the Worship 
Center so that we are all able to have a visual of the impact that we are making in our community. 
See the list of suggested items at the Welcome Center. 

 
 

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP   
God is the giver of every gift. Therefore, we will grow in 
our generosity to be active in our mission and ministries 
through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  
 

 
GIANT GROCERY Cards are available for purchase in the office on 
Sunday mornings or during the week. Current denominations available 
are:  $100, $50, $25, $20, $15, and $10.  
 
Our church earns 5% on the sale of each gift card. 
Thank you for your purchases. Purchases can be made on Sunday 
morning or during office hours during the week. 
 

 
When you are doing your on-line shopping 
through Amazon, don’t forget to use 
AmazonSmile to support us.  
 
If you are not already an AmazonSmile 
member, simply sign up at 
smile.amazon.com and select Thorndale 
United Methodist Church as your favorite 
non-profit. Shop and begin generating 

donations, at no cost to you.  
 
The 2023 Flower calendar has been posted to the bulletin board 
outside the office. Thank you for your continued sponsorship of our 
altar flowers. Sign up early so you get your desired date. You can 
pay later as the date becomes closer. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

HEALTHY COMMUNITY LIFE   
Providing opportunities to build and strengthen relationships within our faith 

community through communication, collaboration, and accountability. 

 
 

 
Upcoming Birthdays:  
12/10 – Lindsay Bennett    12/11 – Daryl Orr 
12/12 – Jayne Scotti    12/17 – Jennifer Eaton 
12/19 – Jennifer Lafferty    12/22 – Ryan Jackson 
12/23 – Cyndy Weiner    12/25 – Mary Sweeney 
12/30 – Cheryl Faust    12/30 – Julian Williams 

 
SHUT-INS: 
Listed below are our shut-ins and their mailing addresses if you would like to send them  
a card or note. 
Onzelle Barber Hickory House, 3120 Horseshoe Pike, Honey Brook, PA 19344 
Richard Bohot St. Martha’s Villa-Room 10, 490 Manor Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 
Gretna Crossan Newport Meadows, Birch Unit, Rm. 206, 41 Newport Avenue 

Christiana, PA 17509  
Dot Johnson  Harrison House, Room 111, 300 Strode Avenue, East Fallowfield, PA 19320 
Ivan Purcell  66 Willow Place, Newark, DE 19702 
Carl Purcell   193 Cantebury Road, Milford, DE 19963 
Shirley Hammons    Newport Meadows, Room 108C, 41 Newport Avenue, Christiana, PA 17509 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to the newest addition of our Thorndale Church 
family; Bryson Kopp. Congratulations to mom and dad, Emily 
and Mike Kopp as well as proud “BIG” brother Ryan.  
 
The Rosebud on the altar is honor of Bryson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.”  
Therefore, I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me.  
2 Cor. 12:9 
 

Where have you experienced God’s presence in your life this week:   
• Witnessing two of God’s smallest and dearest in church today. 

• Being with family. 

• Medication is working. 

• Keeping me calm and giving me patience. 

Praise/Thanksgiving:   
Birth of Bryson Kopp, son of Emily and Mike Kopp. 
Jesusin doing well after stem cell transplant 
Lauren feeling somewhat better. Stent gets removed on Monday. 
For the band:  so glad to see additional members  
Healing from COVID. 

 
Condolences: 
Abbi Bradley (friend of Katy Hanks) on the passing of her grandfather. 

 
Hospitalizations, Treatments, Tests & Surgeries:   

• David Dwyer-kidney stone-12/13 

• Rev. Dr. John Inghram-Elam UMC 

• Kirk Smith 

• Cousin Hermina, hospitalized in NYC. 

• Co-worker, Beth 

Pray for our TLC Students:  Asher. Yuvan. Sohan. Tyshen    Pray for our TLC Staff:  Renay O. 
 
Pray for our Staff: Pastor Shauna 

 
Other:  

• Coatesville Area School District  For caretakers of ailing spouses/parents. 

• People of Ukraine & Russia   Discernment for TUMC 

• For the homeless.    Those suffering with COVID. 

• Prayers for a successful basketball game. For those struggling with grief. 

• For all those experiencing financial difficulties. 

• Fred & Doris Kramer. Fred celebrates his 90th birthday on 12/11. 

Healing 
Wayne Barrows   Bob MacHenry  Shelia Fields-cancer 
Diane H.    Tony D.   Phil Byers 
Lauren Beauchamp   Josh Dwyer   Jesusin 
Brian F.-herniated disc  Sam Wilson   Fran O’Neill    
Jim VanHorn    Nancy VanHorn  Lyle & Leone Norrbom  
Nancy & Ken McDowell  Carl & Ivan Purcell  Lee & Shirley Carroll   
Matt S.     Glen P    Kirk Smith 
Avery G.    Chuck M. (Holly’s cousin) Sharon W. 
Ann & Rick – cancer   Jacob G.-concusion 



Pastor Shauna is off on Mondays.   
She may be reached via email at pastor.shauna@thorndaleumc.org  

or by phone at 610-662-5679. 
 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9AM-2PM 
 

 

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 

 

35th Chester County Messiah Sing-along   
Friday, December 30th. 7PM 
Upper Octorara Presbyterian Church 
1121 Octorara Trail, Parkesburg, PA 
Information is on the bulletin boards and at the Welcome Center. 
https://messiah-singalong.org/ 
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