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January 1, 2023 
 

 

“Wonder” 
 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 



 

  

 “Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created. 
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted;  
his glory is above earth and heaven. 

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful,  
for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD!” 

 
Psalm 148 

 
 

+Stand as you’re able. 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                           Tim Eaton    
 

WELCOME & GREETING                                                                            Pastor Shauna 
 

CENTERING                             Away in a Manger  (#217 vvs. 1 & 3)                     Tim Eaton 
 

+CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:  How magnificent is all creation! 
People:  God’s love is poured throughout all God has created. 
Leader:  God’s love is poured out upon us each day. 
People:  Praise be to God! 
Leader:  Let your souls and spirits rejoice at the goodness of God. 
People:  Let all the people praise God! AMEN.  
 
+OPENING PRAYER                                                
God of hope and light, your good news has been emblazoned across the skies, 
the great starry night of Jesus’ birth, sung by angels, celebrated by shepherds, 
witnessed by animals. You have given to us a new chance, a reminder of your 
continual love for us. Be with us in this worship, we pray. Guide our thoughts, our 
lives, our spirits. Heal and restore us. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.  
 

+OPENING PRAISE            Angels We Have Heard on High                          Tim Eaton 
 

God of Wonders 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        Renay Oberholtzer 
   

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                                        Pastor Shauna 
 

 OFFERTORY                        Simeon’s Song                                           Tim Eaton 
 



 

 

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                  Renay Oberholtzer 

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to give to you all 
that we have and all that we are, that we may praise you not with our words only, 
but with our whole lives.  Accept our offerings this day so that others may come 
to know you also.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE—Matthew 2:1-12                                                             Renay Oberholtzer 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 

 
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 

star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 
 
When King Herod heard this, he was fright-

ened, and all Jerusalem with him, 
 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 

he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 

so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had ap-
peared. 

 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
 
When they had 

heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the 
east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

 
When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Her-
od, they left for their own country by another road. 
  

     Leader:   This is the word of the Lord. 
    People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE                                          “WONDER”                                Bishop John Schol 
 Video:  https://vimeo.com/778190828/c911993827 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

+CLOSING SONG                            Build My Life                                                  Tim Eaton 
 

+BENEDICTION                                                                                          Pastor Shauna 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                       Tim Eaton 

 
 
 

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP 

 
PASTOR   Rev. Shauna K. Ridge  TECH TEAM  Josh Dwyer 
MUSIC   Tim Eaton       Terry Moore 
LITURGIST   Renay Oberholtzer  WORSHIP TEAM SHEPHERDS: 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Renay Oberholtzer     Cyndy Weiner 
           Cheryl Faust 
            

  


